
Tuesday 14th July 2015  Issue 20 

Meg Bone, Acting Principal 
Phone: (03) 5223-1291       Email: ashby.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au       Website: www.ashbyps.vic.edu.au  

THIS WEEK AT ASHBY 
 
 

Thursday 16th July 
‘Let’s Experiment’ Science Day 
Prep—Grade 2 
 

German Poetry Competition 
4pm Karneval Club, Norlane  
 

Friday 17th July  
2nd Hand Uniform Stall, 2:45pm 
 

Monday 20th July 
School Banking 
 

Monday 27th July 
The Ned Show—Whole School 
 

Mon 3rd August 
District Athletics 
Landy Field 
 

Wednesday 5th August 
School Photos 
 

Thursday 13th August 
Whole School Excursion—GPAC 

Skoolbag App  
Information 

Sessions 
 

Like to learn more 
about the Ashby 
Skoolbag App?  
 
Join us in the staff room for a 
15minute ‘mini session’  on the 
following dates: 
 

Wednesday 15 and 22 July: 9:15am 
 
Thursday 16 and 23 July: 2:45pm 
 

No need to book, just turn up! 

 

TERM 2 TERRIFIC KIDS AWARDS 

Well done to all who received a ‘Terrific Kids’ award for Term 2! 
 
Recipients were:  Prep A: Jim & Ashley, Prep / 1A: Natalia, 1/2A: Ed & Grace, 
1/2B: Olivia & Lincoln , 1/2C: Lyla & Simran, 3/4A: Evie & Sacha 3/4B: Zoe & 
Zephyr,  5A: Kaylah & Makenzie, 5/6A: Teal.  

Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2:  
Let’s Experiment!! 

 
Predictions, changes, observations, ques-
tion and answers……… What a way to start 
the term! 
 
On Thursday the 16th July the year Prep, 
One and Two children will be having a day 
of fun science experiments to begin our 
new Inquiry unit on “ How do things change, and why?” 
 
You’re welcome to wear your white coats, frazzle your hair or just be 
your wacky self!! 
Looking forward to a great day. 
The Prep, One, Two Team. 
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Message from the Principal 

 

Welcome back.  I hope everyone enjoyed a fabulous break spending time with family and friends.  I travelled to 
Sydney and then back through NSW staying in Wagga Wagga, Coleambally and Deniliquin.  I spent the second week at 
school whereby we had a lot of trades in completing works.  You will notice trees have been trimmed and cut back by 
arborists, we have had roof tiles replaced along with plasterers and painters in repairing water damage. A busy place it 
was. 
 

Nikki and Alison were also in last week preparing for the term ahead for Out of School Hours Care. I can see some 
fabulous new photos displayed, yummy recipes planned for cooking, new games and planning completed.  
 

On Friday, 15 staff attended school to undertake their first aid certificate. It was a very worthwhile day, a few laughs 
along the way and I thank staff for volunteering their time to this.  A really great turn out.  
 

We welcome Alyssa Nofi to Ashby for the next few weeks. She will be teaching in 3/4 B while Lorraine Sawyer is on 
long service leave. Katy Elwin continues with us also, as Rhonda Santuccione is taking further leave over the coming 
weeks. 
 

We have had 20 parents respond to feedback requested in regards to reports last term.  As a staffing group we greatly 
appreciate this feedback and will use this information to improve processes and reports in the future.  We would love 
to receive some more feedback from parents, please complete the form that was attached to the report or simply 
request another one and hand this feedback into the office. 
 

We have a busy term ahead.  Along with rigorous learning and teaching programs implemented in the classrooms, we 
have many visiting  performances from local schools.  Lara Primary and Geelong College will be performing for us, we 
have the NED show and have the whole school ‘Ashby Outing’ to Geelong Performing Arts Centre to see ‘The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe’ presented by Clonard College and St Josephs.   
 

Please ensure you continue to read the newsletter, check our Skoolbag App and your child’s schoolbag for notes of up 
and coming events. 
 

Teaching and Learning: 
This term, Prep, One and Two are undertaking an Science Inquiry Unit ‘Why do things change?’ around reversible and 
irreversible change.  Teaching staff have planned looking at the true Inquiry Model whereby they will be -  
 

‘Tuning In’ the students to the topic.  This will take the form of a ‘Scientist Day’.  The students will get to experience 
many experiments that will engage them in what is to follow. 
 

‘Finding Out and Sorting Out’ information required. This will consist of learning key skills and concepts relating to the 
topic and relevant to each individuals learning needs.  The teaching staff will be planning units of work relating to this 
and teaching it through literacy, numeracy, science, health and PE etc. 
 

‘Going Further’ whereby students will be given the opportunity to ask further questions about their learning and 
interests that have been ‘sparked’ by what they have done in class.  They may have different interests or questions, 
and the teacher will facilitate how this looks in each classroom and what they need to do in order to explore and find 
answers to their key questions. 
 

‘Taking Action’ is where the students will apply or act on what they have learnt throughout the term and the Inquiry 
topic of ‘Why do things change?’.  This can take many forms including an expo, buddy teaching, completing of a book 
of learning etc. among many others. 
 

‘Reflection’. This can take place right throughout each stage of the Inquiry process and at the completion of the topic 
and key to processing the information learned throughout. 
 

All year level teams will be sending home further information regarding the learning to take place in term three at the 
end of week 2.  Please read this thoroughly as it will be key information for you to be able to support the learning 
process at home and will also give you key dates for the term. 
 

This term we will be undertaking cross age buddy writing sessions fortnightly on Fridays prior to assembly.  Each class 



Ashby Primary School                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 3 

will be teamed up with another grade for a 30 minute writing session undertaking components of the ‘Seven Steps to 
Writing Success’ that we have been focussing on in class. I look forward to hearing groups share in assembly on 
Fridays, and the relationships that are formed through working with all classes across the school.  I thank Monica 
Wieland for steering this and arranging timetables to make this work. 
 

There will be Student Led Conferences in the week of August 31st for all students as an alternate to Parent Teacher 
Interviews.  I will elaborate on this throughout the term, and explain what this looks like in greater detail.  Can I also 
remind parents to contact teachers through diaries, prior to the school day or make an appointment if you have any 
queries or concerns regarding your child at any stage.  
 

We have decided to postpone Market Day until 2016. It takes a lot of time and dedication from volunteers to make 
this day a success and we believe that by postponing until next year, we will have time to develop an ‘Ashby 
Extravaganza’ for all of the community to enjoy.  We have contacted all relevant contributors to this event and thank 
everyone for their continued support in relation to school events and fundraising.  We will however be holding a 
Family Event in term 4 to showcase student learning at Ashby.  The Art Show will take place on this night along with 
others ideas that staff have come up with consisting of a Bush Dance, German treats, Sporting events between staff, 
parents and students along with a BBQ and time to mingle as a community.  We are in the early stages of organisation 
for this, and more details will come to light early in term 4. 
 

We are excited to let you know that the Woolworths Earn and Learn program commences again tomorrow, July 15. 
This community program enables schools to earn educational resources when anyone from the school community 
shops at Woolworths.  When parents, friends, family members shop at Woolworths, they can start to collect stickers 
to place on sticker cards.  They’ll receive a sticker for every $10 spent. Once sticker cards are complete, they can place 
them in our sticker box. 
 

Please continue to get Prep enrolments in for the 2016 school year.  We are starting to prepare budgets and staffing 
plans for this and the sooner we know enrolment numbers the more we can prepare. 
 

As we farewelled the Edwards family on the last day of term 2 who moved out of Geelong, we welcome new families 
to our school this term.  Please welcome them with me to the Ashby community and introduce yourselves to them in 
the yard when you see them around this week.  
 

Have a great week everyone, 
Meg Bone 
Acting Principal 

Deutsche Ecke- German Corner 
 
AGTV REGIONAL POETRY COMPETITION: 
Invitation to all families and staff! Thursday, July 16 at 4.00pm to attend the German Poetry 
Recitation event  at the Karneval Club, Arunga Avenue, Norlane (behind Bunnings). 
 

This is sponsored by the AGTV (Association of German Teachers of Victoria) and the Goethe Institut 
(promoting German and supporting the learning of German  throughout the world by supporting teachers and 
students of all ages). 
 

Our Ashby Team comprises the following students: Anne, Bridgette, Charlotte, Tori, Lauren, Lily, Emily and Liam . 
Emergencies are Lila and Sascha.  Come and support our competitors and try the traditional German cakes on offer, as 
you soak up the Gemuetlichkeit at the Karneval Club. 
  
AGTV Kunst und Poesie 2015 Competition: 
Frau Simmonds and Frau Kraus will be assisting the children to create special Elfchen poems to accompany their 
‘Hundertwasser’ artwork created in the artroom with Mrs Hyland. Two students from each year level will be chosen 
then to represent Ashby Primary School in the state-wide competition (Foundation to Year 6).  
  
‘Deutsch mit Felix and Franzi’ Programme: 
Frau Simmonds and Frau Kraus will be trialling a new German programme with Foundation to Year 2. The program 
trial for Felix and Franzi is provided through funding from the Victorian Government to the Association of German 
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Staff Profiles 

Julie Costello (Education Support) 
 

What do you like to do in your spare 
time? Renovate or build houses (and 
sometimes knit). 
 

What would you do with a million 
dollars? Build a house with an indoor 
pool and tennis court and be on ‘Grand Designs’ 
 

At home I cook … yummy, healthy sugar free desserts. 
 

What is a challenge/something you would like to 
achieve in life?  Kokoda Trail. 
 

What is tour personal motto? Dance like no one is 
watching. 
 

Something I wish I had done yesterday? Squats and 
lunges.  
 

What did you want to be when you grew up?  
Younger. 

Steve Drayton (Education Support) 
 

What is your favourite food? Lamb roast. 
 

What is an item we will never see you 
wear? A  mankini. 
 

My mother always told me … not to eat 
yellow snow. 
 

What were you in a past life? A professional golfer. 
 

What trait do you admire in other people? Honesty. 
 

Something I wish I had done yesterday. The washing. 
 
What 3 items would always be found in your shopping 
trolley? Milk, bread and chocolate. 
 

What is your favourite movie and tv show?  NCIS and Top 
Gun. 
 

At home I cook … a little bit of everything. 

Guess the staff member… 
 
Can you name each of these staff 
members?!  
 
(Answers on p5  Thanks Emily ;) … but 
don’t look yet!) 

Teachers of Victoria Inc. and the friendly cooperation of the Goethe-Institut in London. So look out for the two lovely 
new puppets Felix and Franzl about to join the German lessons soon! 
 

A great website to learn and practise German with your child- www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline. A notebook 
and pencil to write vocabulary for revision purposes (cheat sheet) is ideal. Viel Spass!   (Have fun!) 
 

Frau Simmonds and Frau Kraus. 

Chess Coaching    
 
Where:    School Library 
When:      Monday’s  
       3.30pm – 4.20pm  
                  20th July – 14th  
        Sept 2015 
Cost:         $85   
        (discount $75 for 2nd sibling) 
  

Benefits:   Strategic thinking, improved self 
esteem, attention span in class, lateral 
thinking, team work, analytical skills. 
 

For more info contact Phil on 0421 901 530. 
Collect a booking form from the school office. 

 
District Athletics Update 
 
Notes will be coming shortly. We 
are just awaiting costings from 
District. The venue will be Landy 
Field with the approximate cost 
being $7.50 and the timing to be in 3 weeks time. 

Netball 
 
Please note there is no netball 
for 5 weeks due to Mrs Slade 
being injured.  
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Friends of Ashby 2015 

Building the Ashby Primary School 
community and enriching the learning 
environment for the school’s children 
through social events, fundraising and 
the engagement of volunteers.   
 

Visit the FOA Facebook page to stay up to date  - it’s a 
great way to find out what’s happening! 

ASHBY PRIMARY 

SCHOOL CALENDAR  

TERM 3, 2015 

TERM 3 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   
  

JULY Term 3  
16th ‘Let’s Experiment’ Science Day 

Prep—Grade 2 
 

German Poetry Competition 
4pm Karneval Club, Norlane  

17th 2nd Hand Uniform Stall 
2:45pm (Junior playground, outside 
assembly hall). 

20th School Banking 

22nd School Council  
Staff room 7pm 

24th National Tree Planting Day 
Wandana Heights 

24th—28th National Book Week 

25th Music Incursion (whole school) 

27th  The Ned Show (whole school) 

AUG  

3rd District Athletics—Landy Field 

5th School Photos, 9am 

13th Whole School Excursion—GPAC 

17th District Athletics—Landy Field 

19th School Council  
Staff room  7pm 

24—28th Book Week 

25th Aug Performance  
Lara PS 

28th Basketball / Volleyball day 

SCHOOL BANKING 
 

Here are Ashby’s School Banking FAQs! 
Here are answers to some questions 
commonly asked of the School Banking 
Coordinators - we’ll also have this 
information on the website soon! 
 

How do I get a reward? 
For each deposit you make through School Banking, you 
receive a token. Once you have received 10 tokens you 
may exchange these for a reward. You need to let the 
School Banking Coordinators know which reward you 
would like by filling out a reward card and handing it in 
with your bankbook. 
 

I’ve asked for a reward. WHERE IS IT?! 
Rewards are not handed out on the day that they are 
requested, as much as it would be nice if they were! The 
reward items are not stored at school. They are ordered 
online as part of the School Banking process on the School 
Banking Day. Rewards can take 2 weeks to arrive at 
school, so please be patient. 
 

HELP! I’ve lost my bankbook and all my tokens!!! What 
do I do?? 
The School Banking Coordinators have spare bankbooks 
and tokens and can replace these for you.  
 

I’m up to the last page of my bankbook. How do I get a 
new one? 
The School Banking Coordinators have a supply of 
bankbooks and will put a new one in the class satchel for 
you when you need it. 
 

Do you  (the School Banking Coordinators) *really* love 5 
cent pieces?  The School Banking Coordinators are happy 
to process any amount that you choose to deposit. 
However, 5 cent pieces are small and shiny and have 
echidnas on them - how could we not love them! 

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY 
There is no Fresh fruit Friday this 
Friday.  Fresh fruit Friday starts again 
on 24th of July, straight after drop off 
in the kitchen.  All help and fruit/ vegetable offers are 
gratefully received.   

Answers: Guess the staff member - 1. Josh Batters 2. Nikki Van Der Pol 3. Monica Wieland 4. Meg Bone  

2nd Hand Uniform Stall 
Brrr... are your children cold?  2nd Hand Uniform has lots 
and lots of jumpers available, as well as some larger size 
girls' kilts.  We will be holding our next stall this Friday, 
17th July, 2:45pm in the Junior playground, just outside 
the Assembly Hall.  Most items $1, $2 or $5 (kilts $15). 

http://www.facebook.com/friendsofashby


Ashby will be participating in National Tree Planting Day with more information to be sent home shortly. 
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